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INTRODUCTION

In mammals, calls change their structure with increase of discomfort. May be, trends
of changes in structure are shared by species, because one can hear and recognize
discomfort state in a caller of any species, from mouse till human. But what
parameters reflect discomfort in calls and how we can estimate their trends?

In our object animal, Pallid gerbil, male-male conflicts on neutral arena result in a
quick win of one of opponents. After that, the silent winner chases the calling loser.
Changing winner-loser distance was taken as a measure of discomfort level for the
loser (caller). Distance decrease reflected increase of discomfort and distance
increase — decrease of discomfort.

PURPOSE Here we study changes of call characteristics in relation with
discomfort level (measured through distance between opponents in male-male
conflicts) in loser Pallid gerbils.
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